Colorado Springs DeMolay
October 2008

Hey Everybody,      This is V. R. your Master Councilor and I think we are doing great with events and just having a great time!  First off I would like to say that the bowling at Fort Carson was awesome, fun, and competitive at the same time.  Also the last meeting was great we had games and everyone was playing Star Wars and Rock band Not to mention C. K. and Dad Hoyle playing Guitar Hero!  We had lots of snacks, but by the end of the day they were all gone!  Thanks to everyone who came and to those who brought games to play.  The dinner/educational went great and the food was great, but we had lots of left-overs.  Thank you to Dad Pilato for getting the supplies for this event and Dad Reiter for and Mom Reiter for being early and to those who helped set up and clean up afterward.  Just thanks to everyone!!               Peace Out, V. R.
A Great Evening With DeMolay Family & Friends
There were 62 in attendance for the Family Dinner and Education Day observance on Sunday, October 5th at the Colorado Springs Masonic Center. Thirteen members of Colorado Springs Chapter with their families and friends enjoyed a great meal from Texas Roadhouse. The menu was BBQ Pork, Beans and Potato Salad. The Education Day celebration was a big hit. Mr. Steve Paterson, Principal from Manitou Springs Middle School was the Keynote Speaker. Mr. Paterson delivered a special address to all of the youth in attendance about keeping the "Doors" open for the opportunities in life by making the right choices in all that you do. See the door that you want to open and work steadfastly to make it happen. Again a welcome message to all where peace and harmony prevailed.  To all that attended, keep it going for the good of the Order.  Dad Reiter

Choices
On Sunday October 5, 2008 Colorado Springs Chapter held a free dinner for its members, parents and prospects. This dinner was held for the chapter observance of this year’s Education Obligatory Day. The meal was at no charge due to the gracious donations from the Texas Roadhouse in Colorado Springs. The event was a huge success, with approximately 70 people in attendance. Steve Paterson, the Principal at Manitou Springs Middle School, was the guest speaker for the evening. Mr. Paterson’s speech focused on the importance of an education but more especially the choices people make.
I would like to expand on the topic choices. Mr. Paterson discussed some of his own personal choices, and how they impacted his life. Choices are made every day, and can be made consciously or sometimes without even knowing it. There are good choices, bad choices, easy, hard, right, wrong, and even choices that can close or open doors for the future. What defines a choice as right or wrong, good or bad? There are usually several factors involved in making a choice, and only the person making the choice is fully aware of why a particular choice is made. A person’s family, school, friends, help in the decision making process. Hopefully, your experiences in DeMolay are a beneficial factor in promoting good choices. 

Mr. Paterson spent a significant part of his speech explaining how choices lead to the closing and opening of doors. In my own life I have made some choices that closed doors. I did not focus on my studies in high school and when I went to apply for college found it more difficult than I expected. I was required to take preparatory classes before I could take classes that counted for college credit. This lengthened my time in college by a full year. Although my choices in high school made college a little more difficult, I still had the choice to continue my college career and graduate as an engineer. That’s the great thing about choices, they are yours to make and no one can take that away from you.  You always have the ability to make a choice, even if other ones have not turned out as you would have expected.  Dad Ben Pilato

October Question:
What was the name of the DeMolay Chapter created by Mickey Mouse in the December 1932 issue of the International DeMolay Cordon? Who drew the cartoon and what DeMolay chapter was he a member of?
Hint: The members are a lot of Mickey’s animal friends.

September Answer: Vance Brand, Past Master Councilor of Longmont Chapter in Longmont Colorado
Picture & Sources Included
http://www.demolay.org/aboutdemolay/halloffame_bio.php?hofid=13
http://www.jsc.nasa.gov/Bios/htmlbios/brand.html
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Draft for your newsletter article: (Due to Mom Reiter the FIRST MONDAY of every month)








